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vrfiich had beon all along the claim on 1hat kingdom put
forward by Nawab Muhammad Ali.     The reason oif the
Madras Government's action is clearly seen from its reso-
lution dated 22nd June 1773, that'f it was dangerous, in the
present system, to have such a power as the Raja of Tan-
jorc in the heart of the Canaatic"; and that it was "expe-
dient, for the safety of the Carnatic and the Company's
possessions, that the Raja of Tanjore should be reduced".
The Select Committee at the Presidency held that the mea-
sure was in fact founded on the law and principle of self-
defence.   They upheld the claim of Nawab Muhammad
AH that the 'Zamindar of Tan j ore', as he was called, was a
mere vassal of the (Jama tic and held his country by certain
tenures, which ho had avowedly and repeatedly broken and
violated j and that, in consequence of such breaches and
violations, his feudal lord was authorised by the law of na-
tions and every principle of justice to dispossess him.
But then the question would naturally follow, if the Nabofy
was authorised to dispossess him, "by what law or what
justice did the Court of Directors taken upon them to send
orders to restore him, in breach of a solemn treaty made by
the King (George III) and approved of by the Parlia-
ment of Great Britain?" and "whether it was prudent, for
a few Directors in Loadenhall Street, to violate, by means
of their orders, the "engagements of the Nation?".
The Madras Council inf prmed the Court of Directors
of their seizure of Tan j ore (in 1773) and of their being
assured, paradoxically enough, by letters from the Raja
aiid his mother to tho Nawab that they were treated "with
much attention and humanity in their confinment". No.
observations on this subject proceeded from the Court of
Directors for some months after the news reached them.
(c) Lord Pigot and Tanjore
Early in 1775, the Court of Directors appointed Mr.
Rmoabold, by a small majority, to the Governorship 9f
Madras which was to fall vacant shortly. But a Court of
Proprietors, which was summoned to review the appoint-
ment, reversed the previous decision by another equally
small majority and appointed Lord Pigot, who, since he re-
tired from the Madras Governorship in 1763, had contriv-
ed to become a Baronet and an Irish Peer. He enjoyed
great influence with the Directors; and we. learn